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PORTLAND — A former Northwest newspaper 
editor has withdrawn his offer to act as temporary pub-
lisher of the student newspaper at the University of Or-
egon after the paper’s journalists said his reorganization 
plan would jeopardize their independence and went on 
strike.

“This fight will go on without me,” wrote Steven A. 
Smith, former editor of The Spokesman-Review in Spo-
kane, Wash., in a blog posting Wednesday.

His withdrawal does not end the dispute between the 
journalists and the board overseeing the Oregon Daily 
Emerald, published Monday through Friday on the Eu-
gene campus by a nonprofit corporation set up to make 
the paper independent of the university and its journal-
ism school.

Those on both sides of the dispute say the Emerald 
is ailing financially, exhausting its reserves, and drastic 
changes are needed.

Smith, also a former editor of The Statesman Journal 
in Salem, said he agrees with the journalists on protect-
ing the campus newspaper’s independence. He began his 
career as a student journalist at the Emerald.

“The principle they’re fighting for is just as important 
to me as it is to them,” Smith said in an interview.

Emerald editors say they’re not objecting to Smith, 
who resigned from The Spokesman-Review in October 
as the paper slashed the staff.

“This is not about Steve Smith,” Oregon Daily Emerald 
Editor in Chief Ashley Chase told The Register-Guard of 
Eugene. “This is about the future of the Daily Emerald as 
an independent, student-run news organization.”

The strike began Wednesday. The two sides planned to 
meet on Thursday, said News Editor Robert D’Andrea.

Board members are elected from several constituen-
cies, including the paper’s student advertising staff, the 

community at large and sectors of the university. Several 
either refused to speak on the record or failed to respond 
for requests for comment.

In November, the board recruited Smith as a consul-
tant to help the Daily Emerald chart its future. A plan he 
drafted called for hiring a publisher on a five-year con-
tract. The paper is now operated by a general manager 
— a job Smith said has been vacant since June — and the 
student editor as co-equals.

Smith said he declined a suggestion from the board 
chairman to take on the publisher’s job, saying the board 
would eventually want to conduct a national search and 
that his own career plan didn’t include a long stay at the 
Emerald. But he said he would do it for a year.

The student journalists objected to the $80,000 offer 
to Smith and to his hope to teach at the same time at the 
university’s School of Journalism and Communication. 
The dual roles would jeopardize the paper’s ability to re-
port on the university, they said.

The student journalists are not opposed to hiring a 
publisher. But they insist the publisher and the student 
editor have equal stature.

Chase and the paper’s managing editor, Allie Gras-
green, wrote on the newspaper’s Web site on Wednesday 
that unless the Daily Emerald makes dramatic changes, 
such as creating a multimedia operation, “the Emerald 
may have to close its doors within the next few years.”

“However, they added, “the newsroom is not willing 
to sacrifice student control and editorial independence 
of the Emerald, nor the integrity of the organization, in 
the process.”

Smith said the publisher job he outlined wouldn’t in-
trude on the journalists’ independence — making deci-
sions, for example, about the size of the paper day to day 
but not determining what the journalists chose to put in 
the paper.
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Emerald news staff protest

From Independent Journalism . . .
The Official Weblog of the Oregon Daily Emerald News Staff on Strike

Editors to meet with ODE Board 8 a.m. Thursday
March 5, 2009 by independentjournalist

The Board held an executive session meeting Wednesday evening and 
afterward called to confirm a meeting time with Emerald editors tomor-
row. We hope that we will be able to come to an agreement and return to 
work as soon as possible.

Thank you all, again, for your support.

The Oregon Daily Emerald Board of Directors looks forward to meeting 
with the newsroom staff Thursday morning, with the goal of ensuring 
the staff’s participation in the continued publication of the ODE. 
Steve Smith, who had been offered the position of interim publisher by 
the ODE board, has withdrawn. The board intends to undertake a na-
tional search for a publisher. 
The editorial independence of the ODE continues to be of paramount 
concern, and at no time has the board attempted to undermine that.
In addition, the board remains committed to its responsibility of over-
seeing the financial stability of the ODE.
We look forward to a prosperous future of providing news to the cam-
pus community, as well as a valuable educational opportunity for Uni-
versity students.

— Th4e Board of direcTors

MIKe cOrder
THe AssOcIATed Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The president of Sudan be-
came a wanted man Wednesday when the International Criminal 
Court charged him with war crimes and crimes against humanity in 
Darfur — its first action against a sitting head of state and one that 
could set the stage for more world leaders to be indicted.

President Omar al-Bashir’s government retaliated by expelling 10 
humanitarian groups from Darfur and seizing their assets, threaten-
ing lifesaving operations, a U.N. spokeswoman said.

Susan Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, said the 
United States supported the court’s action “to hold accountable those 
who are responsible for the heinous crimes in Darfur.” Up to 300,000 
people have died and 2.7 million have fled their homes in the region.

U.N. officials in Sudan will continue to deal with al-Bashir because 
he remains the president of the country, U.N. spokeswoman Michele 
Montas said in New York.

In the Sudanese capital of Khartoum, the government denounced 
the warrant as part of a Western conspiracy aimed at destabilizing 
the vast oil-rich nation south of Egypt. “There will be no recognition 
of or dealing with the white man’s court, which has no mandate in 
Sudan or against any of its people,” the Information Ministry said.

Several thousand people waving pictures of al-Bashir and de-
nouncing the court turned out in a rally in Khartoum. Some waved 
posters of chief prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo’s face with pig ears 
superimposed to chants of, “Cowardly pig, you will not get to the Su-
dan.”

Al-Bashir, who denies the accusations, drove through the capital 
after the warrant was announced, waving at crowds. Security was 
tightened at many embassies, and some diplomats and aid workers 
stayed home amid fears of retaliation against Westerners.

The decision by the court lays the groundwork for potential indict-
ments of other heads of state who have been mentioned as possible 
targets of war crimes investigations, including leaders of other Afri-
can nations and Israel.

“Head of state immunity no longer is a bar to prosecuting heads of 
state who commit war crimes and crimes against humanity during 
their time in office,” said David Crane, an international law profes-
sor at Syracuse University and former prosecutor of the Sierra Leone 
tribunal that indicted Liberian President Charles Taylor and put him 
on trial in The Hague. Slobodan Milosevic was indicted while still 
president of Yugoslavia in 1999 by the tribunal for the former Yu-
goslavia.

Both Milosevic and Taylor were indicted by temporary courts. 
Wednesday’s ruling is significant because the International Criminal 
Court is permanent.

Crane said the principle could even extend to former U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush over claims officials from his former adminis-
tration may have engaged in torture by using coercive interrogation 

techniques on terror suspects.
Congressional Democrats and other critics have charged that 

some of the harsh interrogation techniques amounted to torture, a 
contention that Bush and other officials rejected.

The prospect of The Hague-based court ever trying Bush is con-
sidered extremely remote. The U.S. government does not recognize 
the court and the only other way it could be investigated is if the Se-
curity Council were to order it, something unlikely to happen with 
Washington a veto-wielding permanent member of the council.

The Security Council adopted a resolution ordering the Interna-
tional Criminal Court to investigate Darfur in 2005, leading to the 
charges against al-Bashir even though Sudan does not recognize the 
court’s jurisdiction.

Richard Dicker, director of the International Justice Program at 
Human Rights Watch, said the ruling would likely fuel discussion 
about investigations of possible crimes by Bush administration of-
ficials.

Moreno Ocampo had accused Sudanese troops and the janjaweed 
Arab militia they support of murdering civilians and preying on 
them in refugee camps. He said the militia also waged a campaign of 
rape to drive women into the desert, where they die of starvation.

ICC spokeswoman Laurence Blairon said that in issuing the war-
rant for the arrest of al-Bashir for war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, the three-judge panel said he is suspected of responsibility 
for “intentionally directing attacks against an important part of the 
civilian population of Darfur, Sudan, murdering, exterminating, 
raping, torturing and forcibly transferring large numbers of civilians, 
and pillaging their property.”

But the judges said there was insufficient evidence to support 
charges of genocide.

If al-Bashir is brought to trial and prosecuted, he faces a maximum 
sentence of life imprisonment.

The U.N. said the humanitarian groups Sudan had ordered ex-
pelled include Oxfam, Solidarities, Doctors Without Borders, CARE 
and Mercy Corps, and seized assets.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called the move a “serious 
setback to lifesaving operations in Darfur,” according to U.N. deputy 
spokeswoman Marie Okabe.

Sudanese Vice President Ali Osman Mohammed Taha confirmed 
that 10 “associations” were asked to stop operating in Sudan. He 
said they used humanitarian aid “as a cover” to conceal a political 
agenda.

African and Arab nations fear the warrant will destabilize the 
whole region, bring even more conflict in Darfur, and threaten the 
fragile peace deal that ended decades of civil war between northern 
and southern Sudan.

China, which buys two-thirds of Sudan’s oil, offered support for 
the African and Arab positions and urged the court to drop the war-
rant.

“China opposes anything that could disrupt efforts to realize peace 
in Darfur and in Sudan,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Qin Gang in a 
statement posted Thursday to the ministry’s official Web site.

Some African nations reportedly threatened to pull out of the 
court in retaliation for a warrant. Thirty African countries are among 
the court’s 108 member states.

In a show of defiance Tuesday in anticipation of the decision, al-
Bashir told supporters, “We are telling them to immerse it in water 
and drink it,” a common Arabic insult meant to show extreme dis-
respect.

Efforts to arrest the president could be put in the spotlight later 
this month, with al-Bashir still planning to travel to Doha, Qatar, to 
attend an Arab Summit.

“With this warrant the International Criminal Court has essen-
tially put out a wanted poster for President Omar al-Bashir,” said 
Dicker, the HRW official.

Crane predicted al-Bashir would eventually end up in The Hague.
“Omar al-Bashir will notice his standing in the world, his place in 

the African Union as well as his political support at home will begin 
to soften and dry up,” Crane said by telephone. “People do not like to 
be seen dealing with an indicted war criminal.”

Al-Bashir refuses to deal with the court, and there is no interna-
tional mechanism to arrest him. The main tool the court has is diplo-
matic pressure for countries to hand over suspects.

Moreno Ocampo suggested al-Bashir could be arrested if he flies 
out of Sudan.

“As soon as Mr. al-Bashir travels in international airspace, his 
plane could be intercepted and he could be arrested. That is what I 
expect,” the prosecutor said.

“Like Slobodan Milosevic or Charles Taylor, Omar al-Bashir’s des-
tiny is to face justice,” Moreno Ocampo said.

Sudan refuses to arrest suspects, and U.N. peacekeepers and other 
international agencies in the country have no mandate to implement 
the warrant, and Sudanese officials have warned them not to try.

Asked why the judges did not issue the warrant for genocide, Blai-
ron said genocide requires a clear intention to destroy in part or as a 
whole a specific group, and prosecution evidence failed to prove that 
intent.

She said prosecutors could ask again for genocide charges to be 
added to the warrant if they can produce new evidence. Moreno Oca-
mpo said he would study the ruling before deciding whether to keep 
pursuing genocide charges.

The war in Sudan’s western Darfur region began in 2003, when 
rebel ethnic African groups, complaining of discrimination and 
neglect, took up arms against the Arab-dominated government in 
Khartoum.
associaTed Press WriTers ediTh M. Lederer aT The UniTed naTions 
and sarah eL-deeB in KharToUM, sUdan, conTriBUTed To This re-
PorT.

Wanted for war crimes in Darfur: Sudan’s president
InTernATIOnAl
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Evergreen
Indian Cuisine South and North

Lunch: 11:30 - 2:30  •  Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Lunch Buffet  •  All you can eat! 

Lunch boxes to go.

Open 7 days a week

Call: 541-343-7944  •  Fax:  541-343-7866

www.evergreenindianrestaurant.com

1525 Franklin Boulevard 

Eugene, Oregon 97403

Welcome U of O students!
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WASHINGTON — Former top Bush aides 
Karl Rove and Harriet Miers agreed Wednesday 
to testify before Congress under oath about the 
firings of U.S. attorneys, a controversy involving 
allegations of political interference that grew into 
a constitutional standoff between two branches of 
government.

The Bush White House had fought attempts to 
force Rove and Miers to testify, and the agreement 
— steered by aides to President Barack Obama — 
ended that dispute. Both the White House and 
lawmakers, especially now that Democrat Obama 
has replaced Republican George W. Bush — were 
leery of having a judge settle the question about the 
limits of executive privilege, for fear of losing.

The agreement calls for Rove and Miers, Bush’s 
top political adviser and White House counsel, to 
be interviewed by the House Judiciary Committee 
in closed depositions “under the penalty for per-
jury,” said House Judiciary Committee Chairman 
John Conyers, D-Mich. The committee says it also 
might call the two for public testimony.

The arrangement ends a lawsuit over whether 
former White House aides could be forced to tes-
tify about matters on which they advised the presi-
dent. Bush had ordered Rove and Miers not to 
testify in the U.S. attorneys investigation, and the 
Judiciary Committee sued a year ago.

Last July, U.S. District Judge John Bates rejected 
Bush’s contention that senior White House advis-
ers were immune from the committee’s subpoenas, 
siding with Congress’ power to investigate the ex-
ecutive branch. The Bush administration had ap-
pealed the decision.

Until this dispute, Congress had never gone to 
court to demand the testimony of White House 
aides. Bates had suggested that the two sides settle 
to avoid a ruling that would be binding of future 
presidents and members of Congress.

Justice Department officials said the commit-
tee and the Obama administration would make a 
joint filing to the court asking the judge to stay the 
lawsuit over the issue. If the agreement is breached, 
the case could be revived.

Bush spokesman Rob Saliterman said Wednes-
day, “At the urging of the Obama administration, 
and in consideration of the executive branch inter-
ests at stake, we have reached an accommodation 
with the House Judiciary Committee that satisfies 
the committee’s desire for additional information 
and will finally put this matter to rest.”

White House Counsel Greg Craig said the deal 
came after “a tremendous amount of hard work, 
patience and flexibility on both sides.”

“The agreement will allow the committee to 
complete its investigation into the U.S. attorneys 
matter, and it will do so in the way such disputes 
have historically been resolved — through nego-
tiation and accommodation between the legisla-
tive and executive branches,” Craig said. “The 
president is pleased that the parties have agreed to 
resolve this matter amicably.”

Rove’s lawyer, Robert Luskin, said the former 

White House adviser had always said he was not 
asserting any personal privilege to refuse to appear 
but was following the president’s direction on ex-
ecutive privilege.

“Within these constraints, we have worked hard 
to find a constructive way to address the commit-
tee’s concerns and are pleased that the committee 
and President Bush were able to resolve their dif-
ferences,” Luskin said.

At issue is the firing of nine U.S. attorneys, who 
Bush administration officials claimed at first were 
let go because of poor performance. U.S. attorneys 
are political appointees who serve at the pleasure 
of the president, but cannot be fired for improper 
reasons.

An internal Justice Department investigation 
concluded that, despite the administration’s deni-
als, political considerations played a part in the fir-
ings of as many as four of the federal prosecutors.

The report singled out the removal of U.S. At-
torney David Iglesias in New Mexico as the most 
troubling. Iglesias’s firing followed complaints 
from leading Republican political figures in New 
Mexico about his handling of voter fraud and pub-
lic corruption cases. The report also found that 
Bud Cummins, the U.S. attorney in Arkansas, was 
forced out to make way for Timothy Griffin, who 
had previously been Rove’s deputy in the White 
House political office.

Former Attorney General Michael Mukasey 
named a special prosecutor in September to inves-
tigate whether former Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales, other Bush administration officials or 
Republicans in Congress should face criminal 
charges in the firings.

The Bush White House had argued that the hir-
ing and firing of presidential appointees is strictly 
the business of the executive branch. The admin-
istration had offered to let aides discuss the mat-
ter privately with Congress but objected to formal 
testimony under a subpoena.

Conyers said the committee also has the right 
to take a deposition from William Kelley, a for-
mer White House lawyer who played a role in the 
firings, and that Bush administration documents 
relevant to the dismissals will be turned over to the 
committee.

“This is a victory for the separation of powers 
and congressional oversight,” Conyers said in a 
statement. “It is also a vindication of the search for 
truth. I am determined to have it known whether 
U.S. attorneys in the Department of Justice were 
fired for political reasons, and if so, by whom.”

The committee will probably make the tran-
scripts public, said a committee aide, who wasn’t 
authorized to immediately disclose committee 
plans.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the agreement 
“is a great victory for the Constitution, the rule of 
law and the separation of powers.”

“Congress now has the opportunity to uncover 
the truth and determine whether improper criteria 
were used by the Bush administration to dismiss 
and retain U.S. attorneys,” she said.

Rove, Miers to testify in prosecutor firings
nATIOnAl
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you deserve better
pizza & brew | monday - tuesday ‘til 9 | $5.99

late night $1.50 slices | wed. - sat. with purchase of drink 

790 E 14th | 541.344.4471 | open monday - saturday
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563 W. Centennial Blvd. (Next to Value Village) • Springfi eld

WE DELIVER
Chase Village · Stadium Park · Park Grove
Ducks Village · Mckenzie Apts · University Commons
& surrounding neighborhoods

The best pizza in the known universe.

5 ‘til
11PM

541-683-2000 
SEE OUR MENU
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KWVA is looking for local bands to play  
at their 16th annual birthday bash!  
Bring in a demo with contact info to KWVA or  
send it to PO Box 3157 Eugene, OR 97403, indicating 
the band contest. 

Three bands will be chosen  
to play at the bash! 

All submissions are due  
by Friday, March 13, 5 pm.

For more info, email marketing@
kwvaradio.org or come to the station. 

KWVA wants to hear Eugene’s local talent. 23
05

5

Erin Davis 1.15.09 Now Serving
Mississippi  

BAYOU BBQ!
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$7.25 CAR BOMBS

$2.50 PABST

$6.75 DOUBLE WELLS

$5.75 LONG ISLANDS

KITCHEN HOURS
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 a.m.
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
Expanded brunch menu SAT - SUN
Breakfast served all day!

99 WEST BROADWAY • 683-3154

SPECIALS:  
In-house dining only

Tuesday
Burgers & Fries

$5.75
add cheese: $0.75, add bacon: $1.25

Wednesday
16 oz. Steak & 2 Sides

$13.00
Thursday

Catfish Sandwich
$6.25

Friday
Fish & Chips

$7.50
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ENSURE ATTENDANCE AT YOUR NEXT EVENT. 346-3712

Thursday, March 5
Agenda Choreography and Program Content Choices

Thursday, March 5, 2009
White Stag Block Buildings, Portland
3 p.m.–5 p.m.

Mills Int’l Film Festival Winter, ’09 “Indonesia through Film”
Thursday, March 5, 2009
Mills International Center, Erb Memorial Union
6 p.m.–9 p.m.

Directed by Steven Spielberg: “Schindler’s List”
Thursday, March 5, 2009
Room 180, Prince Lucien Campbell Hall
6 p.m.–10 p.m.

Visiting Artist Lecture: Nicola Lopez
Thursday, March 5, 2009
Room 115, Lawrence Hall
7 p.m.–8:30 p.m.

AIA Lecture - John Pollini
Thursday, March 5, 2009
Room 129, McKenzie Hall
7 p.m.–9 p.m.

Willie Weir - Colombia & Venezuela:  
Bicycling Beyond the Headlines

Thursday, March 5, 2009
Room 177, Lawrence Hall
7 p.m.–10 p.m.

Laverne Krause Gallery Exhibition:  
Class Show - Installation

Monday, March 2, 2009–Friday, March 6, 2009
Laverne Krause Gallery, Lawrence Hall
10 a.m.–6 p.m.

As You Like It
Friday, Feb. 27, 2009–Sat, March 14, 2009 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Hope Theatre, Villard Hall
8 p.m.

Scientia venustior (Charming Knowledge)
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009–Monday, March 30, 2009
East and West Entryway Corridors, Knight Library
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Seeing Time
Friday, Jan. 16, 2009–Sunday, June 14, 2009 
Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Museum of Natural and Cultural History
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

John Piper: Through the Lens
An ongoing event every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday that began Sept. 29, 2008
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Iconicity
An ongoing event every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday that began Sept. 23, 2008
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Campus Tours
An ongoing event every Monday-Saturday that began Jan. 1, 2006
Tour and Information Booth, Lobby, Oregon Hall
9:30 a.m.

Friday, March 6

Sustainability and the Electronics Revolution:  
Keys to Purchasing, Use, Recycling

Friday, March 6, 2009
White Stag Block Buildings, Portland
8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
This workshop will focus on the environmental and social 

impacts of the ongoing revolution in electronic information and 
communication products, and explore the many ways that these 
impacts are being addressed around the world by governments, 
industry, and environmental advocates.

This workshop will address strategies that are working as well 
as those that are not working.

A Myriad of Wildflowers and Leaves –  
photographs by Don Lown

Friday, March 6, 2009
Museum of Natural and Cultural History
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.

Chamber Music on Campus
Friday, March 6, 2009
Performance Hall, Living Learning Center - South Building
6:30 p.m.–8 p.m.

Laverne Krause Gallery Exhibition:  
Class Show - Installation

Monday, March 2, 2009–Friday, March 6, 2009
Laverne Krause Gallery, Lawrence Hall
10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Queer Film Festival
Wed, Feb. 25, 2009–Friday, March 6, 2009 
Wednesday, Friday
Room 115, Lawrence Hall
7 p.m.–10 p.m.

As You Like It
Friday, Feb. 27, 2009–Sat, March 14, 2009 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Hope Theatre, Villard Hall
8 p.m.

Scientia venustior (Charming Knowledge)
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009–Monday, March 30, 2009
East and West Entryway Corridors, Knight Library
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Seeing Time
Friday, Jan. 16, 2009–Sunday, June 14, 2009 
Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Museum of Natural and Cultural History
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

John Piper: Through the Lens
An ongoing event every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday that began Sept. 29, 2008
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Iconicity
An ongoing event every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday that began Sept. 23, 2008
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art
11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Campus Tours
An ongoing event every Monday-Saturday that began Jan. 1, 2006
Tour and Information Booth, Lobby, Oregon Hall
9:30 a.m.

calendar of events
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student discount 
15% off 

BCBG. WILLIAM RAST. MISS SIXTY. ED HARDY. 
ROCK & REPUBLIC. TRIPLE 5 SOUL. SKY.

‘American Idol’ selects 3 more finalists
derrIK J . lAnG 

THe AssOcIATed Press
LOS ANGELES — The drama is over for 

Nathaniel Marshall and Kristen McNamara 
on “American Idol.”

The pair of singers who sparred with their 
group during Hollywood Week were two of 
nine semifinalists sent packing Wednesday 
on the popular Fox singing competition‚ and 
they weren’t selected to return for the special 
wild card round, either.

The third group of three finalists head-
ed to the top 12: Lil Rounds, the smooth 
23-year-old mother of three from Memphis, 
Tenn.; Scott MacIntyre, the soulful 23-year-
old piano player from Scottsdale, Ariz., and 

Jorge Nunez, the charming 20-year-old col-
lege student from Carolina, Puerto Rico. The 
trio received the most viewer votes Tuesday.

The show’s four judges seemed in agree-
ment with the viewer votes this week. 
They apparently didn’t want to be without 
Rounds, who received the biggest endorse-
ment after singing Mary J. Blige’s “Be With-
out You.” The panel also lauded MacIntyre 
and Nunez, who broke into tears Tuesday 
after his rendition of Elton John’s “Don’t Let 
the Sun Go Down on Me.”

“You’re born to sing,” said Kara DioGuar-
di. “What you have comes from the heart.”

At the end of the show, the judges also an-
nounced the semifinalists who will get a sec-

ond shot at the top 12.
Von Smith, Jasmine Murray, Ricky Brad-

dy, Megan Corkrey, Tatiana Del Toro, Matt 
Giraud, Jesse Langseth and Anoop Desai will 
return to the stage for the wild card round 
Thursday. The judges will pick the final three 
finalists from that group.

“Thank you so much. Thank you so 
much,” said a weeping Del Toro. “I want this 
so much. This means so much to me.”

Nunez, MacIntyre and Rounds join previ-
ously picked finalists Kris Allen, Adam Lam-
bert, Allison Iraheta, Danny Gokey, Alexis 
Grace and Michael Sarver. The show’s dozen 
finalists will be known Thursday after the 
wild card round.

erIn cArlsOn
THe AssOcIATed Press

NEW YORK — Was Jason Mesnick’s change of heart on “The 
Bachelor” staged for the cameras to capture big ratings? Not so, ac-
cording to the show’s executive producer.

Mike Fleiss said Wednesday that producers of the ABC dating 
show did not create the outcome of Monday’s season finale that 
prompted viewer outrage when Mesnick dumped his first choice for 
the runner-up and was the highest rated show in its time slot, 8-10 
p.m. EST, with 15.45 million viewers.

Mesnick, a 32-year-old single dad from Seattle, proposed to Me-
lissa Rycroft in New Zealand. But in the subsequent “After the Final 
Rose” special, taped six weeks later, he dumped Rycroft because he 
still had feelings for runner-up Molly Malaney, after weeks of no con-
tact. He and Malaney are now dating.

Fleiss said producers have “zero” influence in selecting the woman 
who wins the final rose.

“The great thing about unscripted television is that it’s unpredict-
able, and that’s what this was,” he said of Mesnick’s decision to let 
Rycroft go and rekindle his romance with Malaney. “It caught us off 
guard. It caught the viewers off guard.”

Mesnick has been the target of passionate discussion on Internet 
message boards and forums for rejecting Rycroft in such an alarm-
ingly public format. An angry torrent of viewers, including Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck and Trista Rehn, lashed out at Mesnick, throwing verbal 
stones and questioning his moral character. They overwhelmingly 
supported Rycroft, a 25-year-old sales rep from Dallas, who’d fallen 
in love with Mesnick and planned to be step mother to his 3-year-old 
son, Ty, from a previous marriage.

She bristled with anger as she cursed at Mesnick, gave him back 
his ring, told him never to call her again and walked off the stage. 
He then asked Malaney, a 24-year-old department store buyer from 
Grand Rapids, Mich., for another chance and she agreed.

Mesnick defended his actions in a post-finale appearance on Jim-
my Kimmel’s talk show, saying his relationship with Rycroft went 
sour when the cameras stopped rolling and she “knew exactly what 
was going on” before her rejection at the “After the Final Rose” tap-
ing.

“It just wasn’t working out for them,” Fleiss said. “She knew it. She 
didn’t know that it was about Molly ‚Äî I think that was the thing that 
caught her off guard.”

Mesnick said he had to break up with Rycroft on camera because 
of his contract with the show.

“There was no contractual obligation,” Fleiss countered. “You can 
check the contract. ... How would you put that in a contact anyway? 
Like, everything you do in your life must be shown on ABC. It’s im-
possible.”

The Associated Press was unable to immediately obtain a copy of 
the “Bachelor” contract that contestants must sign when they agree 
to appear on the show. ABC representative Cathy Rehl directed a re-
quest to Warner Horizon Television, an arm of Warner Bros. Televi-
sion, which produces the show. Warner representative Natalia Des-
rosiers said she was not authorized to provide a contract to the AP.

Either way, Fleiss televised the drama.
“It’s a TV show, and that was really the defining moment of this 

series, and to not put that on TV seems strange, really, when you con-
sider that we are making a TV show and these people signed up to do 
a TV show,” Fleiss said.

Mesnick and Malaney pulled out of Wednesday’s teleconference 
with Fleiss because ABC said both had scheduling conflicts. They 
could not immediately be reached for comment.

The second half of “After the Final Rose” aired Tuesday night. 
Mesnick and Malaney appeared in happy-couple mode, and host 
Chris Harrison announced that castoff and fan favorite Jillian Harris 
will be the next heartbreaker on “The Bachelorette,” slated to pre-
miere in May.

OMG, ‘Bachelor’ finale wasn’t fixed, but would you care if it was?

features
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2009 AfroFlow Tour Starring MIKE-E 
With Kenny Watson, DJ Invisible, & Sowande Keita
Monday, March 9, 7 PM • EMU Ballroom 

Come and support Relay for Life!
Donations accepted at the door.
Sponsored by Greek Life & ASUO.
Michael "MIKE-E" Ellison is a Hip-Hop and spoken-word 
recording artist, actor and philanthropist. MIKE-E was 
born in Ethiopia, where he supports orphan outreach 
and healthcare programs, while maintaining nationwide 
recognition for his popular hit "Ethiopia (Everything Will Be 
Alright)." 

He's had repeat performances on HBO's Def Poetry Jam 
and nationally televised spoken-word vignettes for the NFL. 

The AfroFlow Tour is a live music concert and 
groundbreaking cancer awareness initiative.

http://culturalforum.uoregon.edu/event/1456

MTV's The Real World Casting Call!
Saturday, March 17, 10 AM - 5 PM
EMU Fir Room
MTV's hit show THE REAL WORLD is looking for cast 
members for Season 23. 

"We look for characters from real life; people with strong 
personalities who are unafraid to speak their minds," says 
Jonathan Murray, Executive Producer of The Real World. 

Candidates must be between the ages of 18-24 - bring a 
valid ID and a recent photo to the casting call.

23
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MIKE-E & AFROFLOW
Monday, March 9

7 p.m.
EMU Ball Room

Sponsored by UO Colleges Against Cancer
and

UO/American Cancer Society Relay for Life

Check out the KWVA Interview with Mike-E
Thursday, March 5, 6:30 p.m., 

on 88.1 FM KWVA

d_3x3p_1
Oregon Daily Emerald Your campus news  

source since 1900

Anne M. PeTersOn
THe AssOcIATed Press

PORTLAND — Brandon Roy scored 28 points, 
including a pair of game-clinching free throws 
with 1.7 seconds left, and the Portland Trail Blazers 
rallied to beat the Indiana Pacers 107-105 Wednes-
day night.

The Blazers, who trailed by as many as 14 points 
in the second half, have won 10 straight at the Rose 
Garden, where they are 25-5 overall.

The victory also snapped Indiana’s nine-game 
winning streak over the Blazers. The Pacers had 
won four straight at the Rose Garden.

Marquis Daniels had 28 points for the Pacers. 
Troy Murphy had 11 points and 13 rebounds for 
his ninth straight double-double.

A 12-0 run early in the fourth quarter gave the 
Blazers a narrow lead, which they held until T.J. 
Ford’s layup put the Pacers back up 99-97.

The teams wrestled until Roy’s pull-up jumper 
put Portland ahead 103-101 with 1:22 to go. Roy 
added a pair of free throws with 40.5 seconds left.

But Daniels made two free throws of his own be-
fore a dramatic steal and dunk with 11 seconds left 
to tie it at 105.

Ford fouled Roy on the other end, and Port-
land’s All-Star guard made both his free throws. 
After a timeout, former Blazers guard Jarrett Jack 
missed a 3-point attempt from out front at the 
buzzer.

Daniels had 28 points for the Pacers. Troy Mur-

phy had 11 points and 13 rebounds for his ninth 
straight double-double.

The Pacers, coming off a 117-109 victory over 
Sacramento on Tuesday night, remained without 
All-Star forward Danny Granger, the team’s top 
scorer, who is recovering from a torn tendon in his 
right foot.

The Blazers remained without Greg Oden, who 
has missed eight games because of a bone chip in 
his left knee. The Blazers said the injury will be re-
evaluated in about a week.

The 7-foot center was hurt in a collision during 
a game at Golden State before the All-Star break. 
The top pick in the 2007 draft sat out last season 
after microfracture surgery on his right knee and 
he missed six games early this season with a foot 
injury.

Indiana took a 35-24 lead in the first half after 
Daniels’ dunk. Portland pulled within 38-37 on 
Travis Outlaw’s layup off a well-timed pass from 
Rudy Fernandez.

The Blazers could not get closer and the Pacers 
led 59-52 at the half.

Indiana stretched the lead to 79-65, seemingly 
unaffected by having played the night before.

Portland narrowed it to 88-86 in the fourth 
quarter with Fernandez’s 3-pointer from the cor-
ner. Steve Blake added another 3-pointer to give 
the Blazers an 89-88 lead.

Another Blake 3 made it 92-88, capping a 12-0 
run.

Blazers outpace Indiana 107-105
nBA

EUGENE (AP) — In a place 
where it rains a lot, retiring baby 
boomers often dream of buying 
an RV and heading south for 
sunnier climes. But many re-
tirement funds went south first, 
and for now the boomers aren’t 
buying.

Their dreams and Lane Coun-
ty’s once-robust RV makers took 
the hit.

Economists say the ripple ef-
fect means more problems and 
could last for years.

In 2005 the industry em-
ployed 4,500 in Lane County. By 
January of this year it provided 
1,000 jobs, a loss of 2,700 since 
January 2008.

The factories of the two big-
gest local manufacturers, Coun-
try Coach in Junction City and 
Monaco Coach in Coburg, have 
been idle since December, their 
workers furloughed.

Monaco Coach announced 
Monday it would terminate 
most employees, leaving just 145 

at its Coburg headquarters, and 
will close for good without new 
capital or a buyer.

“Anytime you’re losing man-
ufacturing, there’s a negative 
multiplier effect,” Brian Rooney, 
labor economist with the state 
Employment Department, told 
The Register-Guard newspaper 
of Eugene. “There are suppliers, 
and you lose high-paying jobs 
that were injecting money into 
the local economy.”

“We’ve already felt the hit,” 
Rooney said.

In Lane County January’s sea-
sonally adjusted unemployment 
rate hit 10.8 percent, up from 6.2 
percent in January 2008. That’s 
its highest mark since 1983.

Mark Thoma, an associate 
professor of economics at the 
University of Oregon, said if 
laid-off workers think the RV 
industry will recover quickly 
they may try to wait it out.

Otherwise, he said, they’ll cut 
back on spending and credit. 

Unless another industry picks 
up the slack, he said, workers 
will leave.

He sees their outlook as “fairly 
pessimistic.” The stock market 
crash has hurt the wealth of re-
tirees who otherwise might have 
been in the market for an RV, he 
said, adding that when the econ-
omy does recover, people will 
save more and consume less.

Yet there may be a positive 
spinoff.

Jim Lindly, director of Lane 
Community College’s Business 
Development Center, said some 
people who have lost their jobs 
are saying this might be a good 
time to start their own business.

Lindly said a number of good 
businesses got their start in the 
early 1980s, when Lane County 
unemployment approached 20 
percent. “Once you’re laid off 
and you’ve tightened your belt, 
it’s a lot easier than giving up a 
nice steady income. You don’t 
have as much to lose.

lOcAl ecOnOMy

As pension funds wilt, so does RV industry
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
085 Greek Announcements

Red Carpet Event
Oregon - Are You Ready To Walk The 
Red Carpet on Wednesday March 
11, 2009? www.experiencethered-
carpet.com

100 Lost & Found
Reward for Lost Ring

Lost 2/24 on/near campus. Blue 
stone, gold setting. Reward $100 for 
return. lsat12357@gmail.com

104 Miscellaneous
WHAT IS WRONG with UO/NIKE 

Arena Project and eminent domain 
on Franklin? See videos: 

www.youtube.com/luddite333

2009 Oregon Football 
Walk-On Tryouts

Wednesday, March 11 at 3:30pm

To Be Held at the Casanova Athletic 
Complex. For all positions including 
kickers and punters. All candidates 
must be full-time UO students. Be 
prepared for physical activity (wear 
T-Shirt, shorts, and bring sneakers 
& cleats).You will be tested in the 40 
yard dash, vertical jump, and agility 
drills. Successful candidates will join 
the team on a trial basis. For more 
information, call: (541) 346-3825

Do you have a clue what to 
do, or what your rights are 

during a traffic stop?
www.todasfragrance.com

23
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Send an email to
emailupdate@dailyemerald.com
and you will be entered to win.
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Own Role Models on  
DVD & Blu-Ray Hi-Def March 10

WIN Role Models on DVD

EMPLOYMENT
190 Opportunities

Whitewater River Guide School
Spring Break: Guide and rescue 
training, adventure of a lifetime. 
Summer employment opportunities. 
www.HighCountryExpeditions.com
888-461-7238. 541-822-8288

Live, Work & Play  
on the Beautiful Oregon Coast at
B’NAI B’RITH CAMP
We’re looking for positive, 
responsible people for a variety of  
summer camp positions!

Rachel Rothstein
503.452.3429
rrothstein@oregonjcc.org
www.bbcamp.org

22
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200 Work Study

WORK STUDY POSITION
COMPUTER LAB 

ASSISTANT
Alternative High School

Supervise at-risk teens in a comput-
er lab. Assist with internet searches 
and writing assignments. Must be 
work study eligible. Conveniently 
located across from the UofO. Con-
tact Cheryl 302-2554. The Looking 
Glass Riverfront School is operated 
in partnership with the Lane Work-
force Partnership and local school 
districts.

205 Help Wanted

Now accepting
applications for 

Area Desk Assistants
Are you organized?

Do you manage your time well?
University Housing is now accepting 
applications for Desk Assistants for 
the 2009-10 academic year. Desk 
Assistants provide skilled and friend-
ly service to students living on cam-
pus. This position starts September 
10, 2009 and ends June 15, 2010.

Qualifications: 
1. excellent people skills, ability to 
prioritize responsibilities, and follow 
direction; 2. team oriented; 3. ability 
to work late evening and night shifts; 
4. and, maintain a 2.5 GPA.

Download an application at: hous-
ing.uoregon.edu/about/jobs.php. Ap-
plications are also available at any 
Area Desk or at the University Hous-
ing office (located in Walton Com-
plex, near the corner of 15th Avenue 
and Agate Street). Completed appli-
cations must be received by 5:00pm, 
April 8, 2009. For additional informa-
tion, reply to 346-4281 or housing@
uoregon.edu. 
EO/AA/ADA institution committed to 
cultural diversity.

Teach natural science to school kids 
in the woods. Flexible schedule.
Volunteer, credit, paid internship. 
Mount Pisgah Arboretum. 6 miles 
from UO. 747-1504. mtpisgfr@efn.
org, www.MountPisgahArboretum.
org

BARTENDING! Up to $300/day. 
No experience necessary. Training 
available. 800-965-6520 x118

EVENTS
320 Spiritual
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at 5:30 pm 
Thursdays

541-686-9972
Episcopal Campus Ministry21986

&
19th

FOR SALE
120 Miscellaneous

Japanese Anime. Over 2400 DVD & 
VHS Rentals at Emerald City Com-
ics, 770 E 13th, 345-2568.

RENTALS/REAL ESTATE
210 Houses for Rent

Looking for 5 roommates 1671 Silvan 
7 Bedroom house $425 per month. 
Call Principle Property Management 
(541)284-8110.

213 Houses for Sale
3 bed home, close to campus

1600 sq.ft. 1.5 bths. Nestled in hills 
above campus. Offered at $349,900 
Brent Cole-541.302.4880 RE/MAX 
Integrity

220 Apartments Unfurnished
1/2 block from campus. 1 bdrm. Qui-
et, clean & bright. Hardwood floors, 
parking included. $625. 344-4619

Four 3 bedroom Apartments/Hous-
es for rent near campus. Priced at 
$1550 and up. Available starting in 
July. 344-4619
1.) 1/2 block from campus
2.) 2 blocks from campus
3.) House with 2 bath near 16th and 
High
4.) Penthouse, great view, near 17th 
and High

SERVICES
105 Typing/Resume

Editing for ESL and writers who 
struggle with words. 30 yrs experi-
ence; published author, Grad School 
referred. Student rate; easy to work 
with! Call Mary Sharon: 687-2046; 
marysharonmoore@yahoo.com.

285 Professional
Brighter Beginning 

Childcare/Preschool
Registered in-home provider with 
two Masters Degrees. Now taking
Reservations, Full and Part-time 
placement. Call 343-1843.
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UO to  
PDX Terminal

Non-Stop Airport Shuttle

Student Discounts!

Reservations & info: 
1-866-999-8001 
city2cityshuttle.com

290 Health & Fitness

Free Injury Screening
with coupon

•  Sports-specific  
performance running/traditional rehab

• One-on-one quality care
• Extended hours
• Insurance and cash pay options

1473 Willamette St., Eugene
(541) 687-888722

41
9

541-686-8846
36 East 17th, Eugene

(between Willamette  
& Oak on 17th)

www.ColorOfBeautyTan.com

22
08

7

TO PLACE YOUR AD: call 541.346.3712 or visit dailyemerald.com
ONLINE: free! 

find more ads at

PRINT: 25¢ / word / day (announcements, for sale) • 50¢ / word / day (services, events, employment, housing)

ANNOUNCEMENTS EMPLOYMENT
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Can’t Pick Up an Emerald?
Classifieds are online at www.dailyemerald.com

Today’s Wonderword Puzzle 
is brought to you by this sponsor:

Welcomes 
University of Oregon 

Students

2000 Cal Young Rd.   484-1927
Mon-Fr i  S tudent  Rates  wi th  UO ID

OAKWAY GOLF COURSE

21
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Jamaal says,
“Oakway...it does a golfer good!”

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MARCH 5). The dreams 
you have for your personal life will materialize 
this year. Loved ones who depend on you will 
be thrilled with what you bring to the relation-
ship. Your professional efforts will be recog-
nized by a VIP and promoted in the late spring. 
Others find your observations fascinating. You 
could be asked to speak in public. Sagittarius 
and Taurus adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6, 26, 52, 33 and 18.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). When you’re 
on the job you will enjoy collaboration, even 
when it’s not going so smoothly. Sometimes 
the more raucous collaborations produce the 
most impressive results. You work it through 
with your eye on the end result. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). As it was with the 
turtle and the hare, getting to the finish line 
first isn’t always about moving fast. A slow 
and steady pace will increase your chances of 
winning, as well as your enjoyment of life. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’re not afraid 
to disagree with those in charge. However, 
you wisely choose the best time to do this 
-- not today. Gather your thoughts, as well as 
the evidence that there might be a better way 
to proceed. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The creativity is 
definitely flowing now. If you share your fan-
tasies, they will be taken seriously. This can 
be positive or negative, depending on what 
you’ve been imagining and whom you tell. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Playing hard to get is so 
against your nature when you really want the 
other person (or job or other situation) enough 
to chase after it. Luckily you have the confi-
dence not to pursue. Let life come to you. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It’s so lucky that 
people come to you with problems now. Your 

service and expertise is needed. You could 
make some money with this and there’s noth-
ing stopping you from doing so. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your sweetness is 
not only appreciated, it’s needed. Someone 
with a demanding career will rely on you for a 
feeling of home and family. Your brand of com-
fort will favorably affect this person’s health.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s not enough to 
know that all things are connected. You want 
to feel it. That’s why you’re on the hunt for a 
sign that you are in the right place at the right 
time. Synchronistic events will delight you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There are 
times to be tenacious and this isn’t one of 
them. When you feel resistance, back off. 
Reconsider the people involved. Ask more 
questions about what others want and need 
from a situation. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Part of the 
reason people gravitate toward you is that 
you are a source of interest and fun for them. 
Remember this when you’re with your inner 
circle of comfortable people. Make an effort, 
even for family. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Those who 
exhibit some kind of creative talent will catch 
your eye. Not because they can do something 
special, but because they make you feel a cer-
tain way. You’ll be inspired to develop your 
own talents, too. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There is no 
reason to desire what you already have. That 
may be why you subconsciously create some 
distance in relationships. A loved one senses 
you are not so easily won and will work to gain 
your favorable attention.
COPYRIGHT 2009 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

Horoscope
by Holiday Mathis

Today’s horoscope  
is brought to you by this sponsor:

Today’s Battleship puzzle 
is brought to you by this sponsor:
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25 E. 8th Ave. • 343-6374
Cards, journals, photo albums,

gi� s, toys, bath & body,
in the heart of downtown Eugene

there’s
something 
for all of

life’s
occasions

at
letterhead

there’s
something 
for all of

life’s25 E. 8th Ave. • 
Cards, journals, photo albums,

gi� s, toys, bath & body,
in the heart of downtown Eugene

Ships may be oriented horizontally or vertically so that no ship touches another. Numbers along the 
axes represent the number of ship segments occupying the corresponding row and column.

ANSWER TO  
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE

c_1x13p_1

easy 
ways 
to place a 
classified:

Suite 300, EMU
1. COME TO OUR OFFICE

2. CALL
346-3712

3. GO ONLINE
www.dailyemerald.com

c_1x9p_2

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED IS IN 
THE EMERALD 
CLASSIFIEDS.

c_1x3p_3
Thanks for reading. 
 Thanks for reading. 
  Thanks for reading.

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD INDEX

Greek Announcements 
Announcements 
Lost & Found 
Typing & Resume Services 
Instructional/Tutoring

Miscellaneous for Sale 
Furniture/Appliances 
Cars/Trucks/Cycles 
Bicycles 
Computers/Electronic

Internships 
Work Study 
Help Wanted
Houses for Rent 
Houses for Sale
Apartments-Furnished
Apartments-Unfurnished 
Quads 
Duplexes 
Rooms 
Dorms 
Housing Wanted

Services
Health & Fitness
Arts & Entertainment
and much more . . .
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GettinG 
soaked 
on rent
payments? 
See our housing listings.
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TO PLACE YOUR AD: call 541.346.3712 or visit dailyemerald.com

find more ads at

Think you don’t need renter’s insurance?

THINK AGAIN.
For only $5/month, your personal belongings 

(computer, books, iPod, clothing, etc.) will 
be covered in case of fire, theft or accident

Call Tony Core at 541-913-4870
acore@farmersagent.com

Stuff happens…

…make sure your 
stuff is protected.
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Today’s sudoku puzzle is brought to you by this sponsor:

Today’s New York Times Crossword Puzzle is brought to you by this sponsor:

Can’t win the lottery?Get a job instead!

See “help wanted”
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Quizno’s
on campus
13th and Alder (next to Starbucks)
Late hours during school: 9 a.m. – 11 p.m.

21
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Stephanie 11.18.08

25¢ pool
all day 

every day

22
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541-484-17272841 Willamette    
  

Eugene’s 
Best-Kept Secret

PHOTO By TAr A slOAn 
caroline Huff, junior, english major, wonderword.
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Have your voice  
be heard!

File for  
ASUO Elections NOW!

www.uoregon.edu/~asuoelec

Best 
Hangover 
Breakfast!
for tHe 5tH straigHt year 

Breakfast all day 
two kitchens

no Wait!

7 am - 3 pm Daily
1689 Willamette • Eugene

343-1542

21
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Joy and Diana  
from Brails present

Authentic  
Korean & Asian 
cuisine

Mon-Fri, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat-Sunday, 5 p.m.-9 p.m.

860 Pearl St. • 686-1114

Pan-fried noodles  
Vegetarian options  
Healthy hot soup

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
– korean BBQ Dinner moved to noodle Bowl at 8th & Pearl –

22
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cHrIsTIne ArMArIO And MITcH sTAcy
THe AssOcIATed Press

TAMPA — Family and friends refused to give up the search for 
two NFL players and a third man missing four days in the Gulf of 
Mexico, enlisting private boats and planes to comb the waters off the 
Florida coast.

The Coast Guard called off the official search Tuesday for Oakland 
Raiders linebacker Marquis Cooper, free-agent NFL defensive line-
man Corey Smith, who played for the Detroit Lions last season, and 
former South Florida player William Bleakley. The friends have been 
missing since their boat overturned Saturday in rough seas.

Authorities were done, but about a dozen charter boats motored 
out Wednesday, some with friends of the families aboard, to try to lo-
cate some signs of the men, according to dock workers at John’s Pass 
near St. Petersburg. Three private planes also flew over the endless 
stretch of water, according to Cooper’s father.

“Everyone around here, they’ve either known someone or heard 
of someone who’s been lost out at sea,” said David Scott, who works 
at a marina at John’s Pass. “It’s just one of those situations. Everyone 
really comes together in times like these.”

A fourth man on the fishing trip, Bleakley’s former South Florida 
teammate, Nick Schuyler, was rescued Monday after a Coast Guard 
cutter crew found him clinging to the hull 35 miles off Clearwater. 
His doctor said it’s a “miracle” Schuyler survived in the 63-degree 
Gulf water for nearly two days.

Dr. Mark Rumbak said the 24-year-old was in good condition but 

will remain in intensive care in case there are complications. Schuy-
ler probably could have lived only another five to 10 hours, Rumbak 
said.

“I think he is extremely fortunate,” Rumbak said. “I can’t explain 
it. Some divine providence, I really think.”

Authorities located 26-year-old Cooper’s 21-foot boat, which had 
drifted 50 miles west of Sarasota, said Jim Manson, an investigator 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. It took 
two private boats three tries to right the vessel and it appears to be in 
good shape, Manson said. Inside were 5-gallon gas cans, a life jacket, 
water bottles and some bagged sandwiches.

The boat was pulled ashore about 8:30 p.m. at a boat ramp in St. 
Petersburg. There was little visible damage, although an engine cover 
appeared to be missing, exposing wiring and parts.

The men left Clearwater Pass in calm weather, but heavy winds 
picked up through the day and the seas got heavy, with waves of 7 
feet and higher, peaking at 15 feet. A relative alerted the Coast Guard 
early Sunday after the men did not return as expected.

The missing men’s families have set up an e-mail address for expe-
rienced pilots and boaters to contact them to help. Coast Guard Capt. 
Timothy Close said the agency wouldn’t prevent private searches, 
but discouraged them, saying they could be dangerous. He said au-
thorities believed if there were more survivors, they would have been 
found.

Free-agent defensive tackle Tank Johnson, a childhood friend and 
college teammate of Cooper at Washington, was taking a lead role 

in the renewed search. Johnson, who played for the Dallas Cowboys 
last season, said the family has not given up hope that the men are 
still alive.

“I truly believe he is out there somewhere being strong,” Johnson 
said.

Raiders coach Tom Cable described Cooper as a good teammate 
and strong leader.

“In our opinion, they’re still fighting, they’re still battling, they’re 
still doing everything they can to survive to be found,” Cable said.

Even if the men aren’t found alive, it’s important to recover their 
remains so families can have closure, Johnson said.

“This kid is going fight to the bitter end,” said Cooper’s father, 
Bruce Cooper. “And so in my heart of hearts, I just believe he’s out 
there somewhere just waiting to be found.”

Schuyler told Bleakley’s mother the harrowing account of the 
friends’ fight for survival, describing how they swam back to the boat 
despite repeatedly being slammed by waves. Bleakley and Schuyler 
managed to stick together for about 24 hours and they talked about 
how they would live their lives differently, Betty Bleakley said.

“He said they huddled together, they just kept climbing back on 
the boat after getting knocked off,” she said. “They fought. They 
fought.”

She said her 25-year-old son’s actions were heroic, including 
swimming underneath the boat to get life vests for the other men and 
then using a cushion for floatation himself.

“That was Will,” she said. “Will was calm and levelheaded and 
would just try to think things through. As painful as it was talking to 
Nick, it’s providing some closure for us.”
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